
AP Summer Assignments 
 

Dear AP student, 
 
Summer assignments are very important for an AP class as they provide a base of knowledge that 
you will need to build on throughout the year.  You will be responsible for THREE assignments 
this summer.  Please be sure to actively complete the assignments throughout your time off.  
Break it up!  Please note students will NOT be provided with Founding Brothers.  Please note that 
outside research will strengthen your ability to read and understand the various excerpts and 
analyze the materials/prompts.  ALL assignments will be due the FIRST DAY of SCHOOL. 
 
Materials Needed 
 
1 book (Need to purchase) 
Founding Brothers Guided Reading Questions (Attached) 
Identification and Significance Term List (Periods 1 and 2) (Attached) 
Various Primary Sources (Attached) 
SOAPSTone Directions (Attached) 

 
Assignment #1:  Founding Brothers Guided Reading Questions + (50 Point Test) 

 
You must read: 
 
Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph J. Ellis 
 
You must answer the guided reading questions attached to this topic based on the book Founding 
Brothers.  These questions will be handed in.  There will also be a multiple choice and short 
answer test when you get back to school in September.  The questions will be comprised of 
general and specific questions modeled after the guided reading questions.  However, you are also 
responsible for all major ideas and themes from the book. 
 
 

Assignment #2:  Various Primary Sources Notes and SOAPSTones 
 
You will read different primary sources from the Colonial Era, outlining and performing 
SOAPSTones on the various documents. 
 

Assignment #3:  Identification and Significance of Key Terms 
 
You must create a word document that identifies and highlights the significance of key historical 
terms for Period 1 (1491-1607) and Period 2 (1607-1754) of U.S. history. 
 
 
       Have a great, productive summer! 
 
         Mr. Tessalone 
 
 
 
 



Summer Work Advice 
 

1. Buy the book Founding Brothers early.  It can be purchased at bookstores such as 
Barnes and Noble as well as online at websites like Amazon.com.  Buy it 
USED!!!!!!!!!! 

2. Read the book and answer the questions in parts.  Set goals for yourself and do 
not wait until the last minute.   

3. Your Term IDs should be 2-3 sentences for each part. 
4. Please email me if you have any questions.  I generally check my email a few 

times a week and will get back to you as soon as possible with a response.  ONCE 
AGAIN, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIONS! 

5. My Email:  Edward_tessalone@lyndhurst.k12.nj.us.   
6. Make sure you include the underscore in the email and the Lyndhurst High 

School website also contains my email address.   
 

Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph Ellis (#1) 
 
Directions:  As you read the book Founding Brothers, answer the following guiding reading 
questions.  These need to be typed and will be handed in on the FIRST DAY of school.  These 
questions are designed to give you an understanding of major points, facts, and ideas from the 
book.  Most responses should be 2-4 sentences.  Please do not write a term paper for each 
question. 
 
Preface 
 

1. Describe how Ellis in the Preface presents the idea that the Founding Fathers had a sense 
that what they were doing was going to be remembered. 
 

2. How does the U.S. compare with other republics in world today? List 4 reasons the 
American Revolution was an improbable achievement during the 1700s.  

3. Briefly explain the role geography played in the success of the young nation. 

4. Identify the three major compromises brokered during the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia in order to bring a stable national government to fruition.  

5. Ellis asserts that the decade of the 1790s was “the most crucial and consequential in 
American history.” What reasons does he give to support this statement?  

6. Over the past few decades, historians have moved away from a focus on the “Great Men” 
of history to explore the actions, thoughts, and lives of everyday Americans. Ellis breaks 
with this trend in his study of the founders. Why does he feel it is important to focus on 
the founding generation at a time when social history dominates the field? (He gives 
several reasons.)  

7. According to Ellis, why were the Founding Brothers successful in creating a viable 
republic in the late 1700s?  (4 reasons)  



Chapter 1:  The Duel 
 

1. As you read the account of the duel, make a list of the traditions and circumstances 
surrounding the encounter that you find interesting. 

 
2. Compare and contrast the different backgrounds and lives of Aaron Burr and Alexander 

Hamilton. (21-22) 
 
3. What singular exception did the Hamilton-Burr duel represent? (40) 
 
4. One of the themes that we will be following throughout the text is the issue of character.  

How does the duel between Burr and Hamilton relate to the issue of character? 
 

5. Why does Ellis pose the idea that the “best days” for Hamilton and Burr were behind 
them by 1804? (46-47) 
 

6. Do you believe Hamilton’s assessment of Burr was correct? Justify your answer.   
 

7. Beyond personal egos and political ambitions, why was Hamilton so deeply concerned 
about Burr’s actions and character?  

 
8. List some of the remarks Hamilton made about Burr. 

 
Chapter 2:  The Dinner 
 
9. What was the accommodation or compromise discussed at the dinner between Hamilton 

and James Madison? (49) 
 
10. Describe why Madison gained the nickname “Father of the Constitution” (52-53) 
 
11. What was the federal government attempting to establish over the states with the 

assumption crisis? (58) 
 
12. What role did Madison play?  What role did Hamilton play?  What role did Jefferson 

play? 
 
13. How does the Compromise of 1790 illustrate the disagreements among the leaders of the 

revolutionary era? 
 
Chapter 3:  The Silence 
 
14. What was James Jackson alleging about the proposed legislation from the Society of 

Friends (Quakers)?  Hint:  Think of what the ultimate goal was.  (81-82) 
 
15. Describe the different reasons Southerners argued in support of slavery in the United 

States.  Be specific.  (85-86) 
16. Why did Ellis make the point that Virginia “talked northern, but thought southern?”  (96) 
 
17. How did northern segregation line up with the opinion of Thomas Jefferson in race 

relations? 
 



18. What were the 2 chief arguments of the proslavery forces? (104) 
 
19. Why do you think Chapter 3 was entitled The Silence? 
 
20. What role did Benjamin Franklin play in the 1790 debate over slavery? Why was his 

signature on the petition from the Pennsylvania Abolition Society important in fueling the 
debate? 

 
21. Briefly explain how the debate came to a resolution.  
 
22. Was the resolution to end the debate in “silence” the best one to take at the time? What 

difference might it have made in the racial currents of contemporary American life if 
slavery had been abolished in the early days of the nation? 

 
Chapter 4:  The Farewell 
 
23. Which amendment affirmed the two-term presidency that Washington had made a 

precedent? Under what historical circumstances was it ratified?   
 
24. Why did Washington decide to retire? Consider private, public, and political concerns. 
 
25. Though very popular, Washington also had his critics. What were the primary criticisms 

leveled against the President? Who were his critics? (Be sure to include Thomas Paine, 
the Aurora, Thomas Jefferson, and the general public.) 

 
26. Describe how the relationships between Washington/Hamilton and Jefferson turned 

poisonous during the early 1790’s. 
 
27. What were the two main themes of George Washington’s Farewell Address? What did he 

hope to achieve through this statement? 
 
28. What did Washington hope to achieve with his Proclamation of Neutrality?  
 
29. When Washington sat down to write his Farewell Address he had three major goals in 

mind. What were they? Do you think he achieved these goals?  
 
30. What was Washington’s position on slavery? Did he share the same opinions of most of 

his fellow Virginians? What provisions did Washington make for his slaves in his will? 
 
31. We are often frustrated with the divisions between our national leaders and the brutal 

political attacks they wage on one another. Compare the present political climate with 
that of the 1790s.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 5:  The Collaborators 
 
32. Which two Americans rose to the top as the major contestants for the presidency in 1796?  

List the strengths and weaknesses of John Adams as a presidential candidate?   
 
33. A rift developed between Jefferson and Adams over the proper role of government and 

the “monarchical principle.” What were the issues surrounding the rift? How did the rift 
reflect the growing divide amongst the revolutionary generation (especially between 
Republicans and Federalists)?  

 
34. What was the outcome of the election of 1796? How close was the final electoral vote? 
 
35. Why didn’t Jefferson join his friend Adams in bipartisan cooperation? 
 
36. What was the purpose of the Alien and Sedition Acts and why did Adams support the 

legislation? (His “biggest blunder”) 
 
37. How did Madison and Jefferson respond to the Alien and Sedition Acts? 
 
38. The presidential election of 1800 is considered one of the most important in US history. 

Explain.   
 
Chapter 6:  The Friendship 
 
39. What event prompted Abigail Adams to write to Jefferson after years of silence? How did 

Jefferson respond to her letter and why did his response offend Abigail?  
 
40. Joseph Ellis cites two reasons why he believes John Adams took the “fateful step, which 

led to a fourteen year exchange of 158 letters” between him and Jefferson. Cite both of 
these reasons.  

 
41. Why does Ellis believe the summer of 1813 was a turning point in the correspondence 

between Jefferson and Adams?  What topics did they discuss in their letters from 1813-
1814?  

 
42. Jefferson and Adams were keenly aware of the growing sectional crisis in the country 

between the North and the South. How did each man view slavery and the Missouri 
Compromise? Did the aging statesmen express their views publicly? Why so you think 
they chose this course of action?  

 
43. Describe the activities leading up to the fiftieth anniversary of Independence Day. How 

did Jefferson and Adams react? Looking back, how did each one view the American 
Revolution? When did both men die? (245-248) 

Conclusion 
 
44. In a paragraph, answer the following question.  Do you agree with Ellis’s view on the 

importance of studying the lives and careers of the Founding Brothers, or do you think 
the study of history should move beyond them?  Explain. 

 
 



Assignment #2:  Various Primary Sources 
 
Directions:  Use the chart below and the attached readings to complete the assignment. 
 

Documents Big Ideas Assignment 
1A:  National and 
Economic Reasons to 
Colonize the New World 
by Richard Hakluyt 
vs. 
1B:  Religious Reasons 
to Colonize the New 
World 
by John Winthrop 

• Spanish, French, Dutch, and 
British colonizers had 
different economic and 
imperial goals involving land 
and labor that shaped the 
social and political 
development of their colonies 
as well as their relationships 
with native populations. 

 

Read and outline each 
document 

2A:  Virginia is an 
abundant New Paradise 
by Alexander Whitaker 
vs. 
2B:  Virginia is Not a 
New Paradise 
by Richard Ffrethorne 
 
 

• In the 17th century, early 
British colonies developed 
along the Atlantic coast, with 
regional differences that 
reflected various 
environmental, economic, 
cultural, and demographic 
factors. 

 

Read and outline each 
document 

3A:  Indians and 
Colonists Should Live in 
Peace  
by Powhatan 
vs. 
3B:  Indians should be 
Conquered and 
Exterminated 
by The Virginia 
Company of 
London/Edward 
Waterhouse 

• Competition over resources 
between European rivals and 
American Indians encouraged 
industry and trade and led to 
conflict in the Americas. 

 

Read and perform a 
SOAPSTone for each 
document 

7A:  The Great 
Awakening is a 
Welcome Religious 
Revival 
by An Assembly of 
Pastors of Churches in 
New England 
vs. 
7B:  The Great 
Awakening Has led to a 
Harmful Religious 
Zealotry 

• Transatlantic commercial, 
religious, philosophical, and 
political exchanges led 
residents of the British 
colonies to evolve in their 
political and cultural attitudes 
as they became increasingly 
tied to Britain and one 
another. 

 

Read and outline each 
Document 



by Charles Chauncy 
9A:  Slavery is 
Immoral 
by Samuel Sewall 
vs. 
9B:  Slavery is 
Moral 
by John Saffin 

• Like other European empires 
in the Americas that 
participated in the Atlantic 
slave trade, the English 
colonies developed a system 
of slavery that reflected the 
specific economic, 
demographic, and geographic 
characteristics of those 
colonies. 

 

Read and performa 
SOAPSTone for each 
document 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignment #3:  Terms:  Identifications and Significance 
 
Directions:  Using the terms below, you must write a short ID + Significance write up.  
Each term should have two parts and be about 2-3 sentences each.  Below is an example.  
This needs to be typed in a Microsoft word document. 
 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
ID:  FDR was the Democratic president of the United States from 1933 until his death in 
1945.  He served during most of the Great Depression and the Second World War. 
 
Sig:  FDR’s New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government when it 
attempted to end the Great Depression.  Roosevelt greatly expanded the role of the 
presidency.  He will forever be associated with the Grand Alliance of the United States, 
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union during the war. 

 
 
Period 1 (1491-1607) 27 Terms 
 

1. A New World of Many 
Cultures (1491-1607) 

 
Corn 
Horses 
Disease 
Encomienda system 
Asiento system 
Land bridge 
Adena-Hopewell 
Hohokam 
Anasazi 
Pueblos 
Woodland mound builders 
Lakota Sioux 
Chinook 
Mayas 
Incas 
Aztecs 
Hernan Cortes 
Francisco Pizarro 
Christopher Columbus 
Treaty of Tordesillas 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Algonquian 
Iroquois Confederation 
John Cabot 
Samuel de Champlain 
Henry Hudson 
Bartolome de Las Casas 
Juan Gines de Sepulveda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Period 2 (1607-1754) 24 Terms 
 

2. The Thirteen Colonies and the 
British Empire, 1607-1754  

 
Roger Williams 
Anne Hutchinson 
William Penn 
Jamestown 
Plymouth Colony (Pilgrims) 
Massachusetts Bay Colony (Puritans) 
John Winthrop 
Metacom 
King Philip’s War 
Mayflower Compact 
Virginia House of Burgesses 
Bacon’s Rebellion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Corporate colonies 
Royal colonies 
Proprietary colonies 
Chesapeake colonies 
Joint-stock company 
Mercantilism 
Salutary Neglect 
Navigation Acts 
Dominion of New England 
Headright system 
Triangular trade 
Middle Passage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Colonial Society in the 18th 
Century (17 Terms) 

 
English Cultural Domination 
Ben Franklin 
Poor Richard’s Almanac 
Phyllis Wheatley 
Religious toleration 
Great Awakening 
Jonathan Edwards 
George Whitefield 
Cotton Mather 
Subsistence Farming 
J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur 
Colonial families 
Social mobility 
Hereditary aristocracy 
John Peter Zenger 
Enlightenment 
Limited democracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOAPSTone Instructions 
(APCentral.com) 

 
Students need to recognize that any good 
composition, whether written, spoken, or 
drawn, is carefully planned. This 
composition has integral parts that work 
together in a complex and subtle 
arrangement to produce meaning. Originally 
conceived as a method for dissecting the 
work of professional writers, SOAPSTone 
provides a concrete strategy to help students 
identify and use these central components as 
a basis for their own writing.  
 
SOAPSTone (Speaker, Occasion, Audience, 
Purpose, Subject, Tone) is an acronym for a 
series of questions that students must first 
ask themselves, and then answer, as they 
begin to plan their compositions.  
 
Who is the Speaker? 
The voice that tells the story. Before 
students begin to write, they must decide 
whose voice is going to be heard. Whether 
this voice belongs to a fictional character or 
to the writers themselves, students should 
determine how to insert and develop those 
attributes of the speaker that will influence 
the perceived meaning of the piece.  
 
What is the Occasion? 
The time and the place of the piece; the 
context that prompted the writing. 
Writing does not occur in a vacuum. All 
writers are influenced by the larger 
occasion: an environment of ideas, attitudes, 
and emotions that swirl around a broad 
issue. Then there is the immediate occasion: 
an event or situation that catches the writer's 
attention and triggers a response.  

 
Who is the Audience?  
The group of readers to whom this piece 
is directed. As they begin to write, students 
must determine who the audience is that 
they intend to address. It may be one person 
or a specific group. This choice of audience 
will affect how and why students write a 
particular text.  
 
What is the Purpose? 
The reason behind the text. Students need 
to consider the purpose of the text in order 
to develop the thesis or the argument and its 
logic. They should ask themselves, "What 
do I want my audience to think or do as a 
result of reading my text?"  
 
What is the Subject?  
Students should be able to state the 
subject in a few words or phrases. This 
step helps them to focus on the intended task 
throughout the writing process.  
 
What is the Tone? 
The attitude of the author. The spoken 
word can convey the speaker's attitude and 
thus help to impart meaning through tone of 
voice. With the written word, it is tone that 
extends meaning beyond the literal, and 
students must learn to convey this tone in 
their diction (choice of words), syntax 
(sentence construction), and imagery 
(metaphors, similes, and other types of 
figurative language). The ability to manage 
tone is one of the best indicators of a 
sophisticated writer.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


